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Pawan Kumar BANSAL is a member of the Lok Sabha and Union Cabinet 

Minister for Railways, Government of India.  Earlier he was Union Cabinet 

Minister, Water Resources (July 2011 - 28 Oct. 2012); Union Cabinet Minister, 

Earth Sciences and Union Cabinet Minister, Earth Sciences (19 Jan 2011-19 July 

2011); Union Cabinet Minister, Parliamentary Affairs (19 Jan 2011 - 28 Oct. 

2012); Union Cabinet Minister, Water Resources (14 Jun. 2009 - 18 Jan 2011); 

and Union Cabinet Minister, Parliamentary Affairs (28 May 2009 - 18 Jan 

2011).   

 

Shri Bansal holds B.Sc. and LL.B. degrees and has been educated at Yadavindra 

Public School, Patiala; Government College, Chandigarh; and Department of 

Law, Punjab University, Chandigarh. He is an advocate by profession. 

 

During his long and distinguished political career Shri Bansal has been elected to the Lok Sabha four 

times; been a member of the Rajya Sabha (1984-90); Whip, Congress (I) Parliamentary Party, Rajya 

Sabha (1989-90); Whip, Congress (I) Parliamentary Party, Lok Sabha (1992-96); Chairman, Joint 

Parliamentary Committee on 83rd Constitution Amendment Bill and Representation of People 

(Amendment) Bill (1993-96); Minister of State, Ministry of Finance (Expenditure, Banking & Insurance) 

(29 Jan. 2006-22 May 2009); Minister of State, Parliamentary Affairs (6 Apr. 2008-22 May 2009); as 

well as member of several parliamentary committees. 
 

Shri Bansal has travelled widely including - Member, Indian Parliamentary Delegation to (i) Zimbabwe, 

1986; (ii) 83rd Inter Parliamentary Conference; Nicosia, Cyprus 1990; (iii) U.N. General Assembly, 

1994; (iv) 94th Inter-Parliamentary Conference (IPC), Bucharest, Romania, 1995; (v) Wilton Park (UK) 

Conference on Good Governance, 2002; (vi) Parliamentary Delegation to UNCTAD - XI Sao Paulo 

(Brazil), 2004; (vii) First All Party M.P`s Goodwill Non-official Delegation to Pakistan 2003; (viii) 

Workshop on WTO (Singapore), 2004; (ix) 112th IPU at Manila, 2005 (x) Goodwill Delegation to US in 

September, 2008. Leader, Indian Delegation to (i) Commonwealth Parliamentary Seminar, Malaysia, 

1992; (ii) Third U.N. Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and related 

Intolerance held at Durban, South Africa, 2001; (iii) SAARC Finance Ministers` Conference held in 

Islamabad, Pakistan, 2006; (iv) 2nd China-India Financial conference, Shanghai, May, 2008; (v) Regional 

Conference on Deepening Democracy held at Paro, Bhutan, 2010; (vi) Parliamentary Delegation to 

Istanbul, Athens & Egypt in January, 2010. 
 

Shri Bansal has also been Chairman, Research and Reference Cell, All India Congress Committee 

(AICC), 1985-91; Official Spokesman (AICC), 1995; Member, (i) Congress Committee on Policy and 

Programme 1985-91; (ii) Congress Manifesto Committee, 1990; (iii) AICC Committee to analyse 10th 

Lok Sabha Election results 1991; (iv) National Literacy Mission Authority; (v) Philately Advisory 

Committee, 1987-88; (vi) Press Council of India 2004. Convenor, (i) Sub-Committee, Congress 

Centenary Celebrations Committee; (ii) Congress Committee on 40th Anniversary of Independence; and 

(iii) Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru`s Birth Centenary, 1983-89; Faculty Member, (i) Orientation Programme in 

Parliamentary Procedure and Practices for MPs of Kazakhstan; and (ii) Indian Bureau of Parliamentary 

Studies and Training (BPST); President and General Secretary, Punjab University Youth Service Club, 

1969-70; and General Secretary, (i) Punjab University Student` Council, 1970-71; and (ii) Punjab and 

Haryana High Court Bar Association, 1978; Member, Senate (1994-96 and 1999 till date) and Syndicate 

(1990-92), Punjab University; The Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, 

Chandigarh, 1984-90, 1991-96, 1999; Member, (i) 37th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, New 

Delhi, 1991; (ii) 89th Inter-Parliamentary Conference, New Delhi, 1993. 

 

______________________________________________ 
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Isher Judge AHLUWALIA is Chairperson, Board of Governors, 

ICRIER, New Delhi. She was awarded ‘Padma Bhushan’ by the President 

of India in the year 2009 for her services in the field of education and 

literature. Dr. Ahluwalia was Chairperson of the High Powered Expert 

Committee on Urban Infrastructure and Services during 2008-2011. She is 

Member, National Manufacturing Competitiveness Council and is on the 

board of a number of premier research institutes in India. 

 

Dr. Ahluwalia was Vice Chairperson of the Punjab State Planning Board from 2005 to 2007. Dr. 

Ahluwalia is a Member of the Eminent Persons Group on India-ASEAN set up by the respective 

governments. She is Vice Chairperson, Global Development Network, New Delhi and Member, 

Board of Trustees of the International Water Management Institute, Sri Lanka. She was 

Chairperson, Board of Trustees of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 

Washington D.C. from 2003 to 2006. Dr. Ahluwalia was a Member of the Eminent Persons 

Group (EPG) of the Asian Development Bank, which submitted its report, “Towards a New 

Asian Development Bank in a New Asia” in May 2008. 

 

She is author/co-author/editor of several books including India’s Economic Reforms and 

Development: Essays for Manmohan Singh (OUP), which she had co-edited with Prof. I.M.D 

Little in 1998 and which has recently been published in an updated second edition by OUP as an 

Oxford India Perennial. 

 

Dr. Ahluwalia received her B.A. from Presidency College, Calcutta University, M.A. from the 

Delhi School of Economics, and Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), 

all in economics. Her research has focused on industrial development, macro-economic reforms, 

and issues in social sector development in India.  

 

______________________________________________ 
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Rajat KATHURIA is Director and Chief Executive, ICRIER, New Delhi. 

He has over 20 years experience in teaching and 10 years experience in 

economic policy, besides research interests on a range of issues relating to 

regulation and competition policy.  

 

He worked with the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) during 

its first eight years (1998-2006) and gained hands on experience with 

telecom regulation in an environment changing rapidly towards 

competition. The role entailed analysis of economic issues relating to 

telecom tariff policy, tariff rebalancing, interconnection charges and licensing policy. Market 

research and questionnaire development and analysis formed an integral part of this exercise. It 

also involved evaluation of macro level initiatives for transforming the telecom industry. He 

wrote a number of consultation papers which eventually formed the basis of tariff and 

interconnection orders applicable to the industry. 

  

Dr. Kathuria has taught undergraduate economics at the University of Maryland and is currently 

on leave from the International Management Institute (IMI), New Delhi where he teaches 

Managerial Economics and International Trade. He has worked with the World Bank, 

Washington DC as a Consultant and carried out project assignments for a number of 

organizations, including ILO, UNCTAD, LirneAsia, Ernst and Young, Consultancy 

Development Centre (CDC) and Standing Committee for Public Enterprises (SCOPE). He has 

published in international and national journals, besides in popular magazines and newspapers. 

He is founder member of Broadband Society for Universal Access and served on the board of 

Delhi Management Association.  

 

He has an undergraduate degree in Economics from St. Stephens College, a Masters from Delhi 

School of Economics and a PhD degree from the University of Maryland, College Park.  

 

______________________________________________ 
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Hafiz A. PASHA is currently Dean, School of Liberal Arts and Social 

Sciences, Beaconhouse National University, Lahore, and Vice Chairman, 

Institute of Public Policy, Lahore. He has served as Chairman, Advisory Panel 

of Economists to the Planning Commission, Pakistan, Convenor, Economic 

Advisory Council of the Prime Minister of Pakistan and Chairman, Tax 

Advisory Council, Federal Board of Revenue, Pakistan. 

From 2001 to 2007, Dr. Pasha was UN Assistant Secretary General and 

Director of the Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific of UNDP. 

Earlier, Dr. Pasha held a number of important public appointments including Federal Commerce 

Minister, Federal Minister for Finance and Economic Affairs, Deputy Chairman/Federal Minister of 

the Planning Commission, and Education Minister in three governments. Prior to this he was the 

Vice Chancellor of the University of Karachi, Dean and Director of the Institute of Business 

Administration, Karachi, and Research Professor and Director of the Applied Economics Research 

Centre, Karachi.  

Dr. Pasha has published over 150 books and articles in the fields of governance, public finance, 

urban and regional economics, poverty and social development, industry, energy economics, etc. He 

has a M.A. from Cambridge University, U.K and PhD from Stanford University, USA.   

In 2005 he was awarded the Congressional Medal of Achievement by the Philippines Congress. In 

2012, he received the Engro Lifetime Achievement Award for excellence in the field of Social 

Sciences. 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

Nisha TANEJA is Professor ICRIER and leads the project on 

Strengthening Research and Promoting Multi-level Dialogue for Trade 

normalization between India and Pakistan. Her research areas of interest 

include WTO issues, regional trade, industrial economics and institutional 

economics. She has been engaged in several research projects sponsored 

by the Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Textiles, and Ministry of 

Finance, India as well as the Asian Development Bank, UNIDO, the 

London School of Economics, and the South Asia Network of Economic 

research Institutes (SANEI). Her most recent work is on informal trade in 

South Asia, trade facilitation and non-tariff barriers.  

Dr. Taneja has also worked extensively on various aspects of India-Pakistan trade. She has 

served on committees set up by the Government of India on Informal Trade, Rules of Origin and 

Non-tariff Barriers. Her research papers have been published in several journals and have been 

disseminated widely in India and abroad.  She holds a Ph.D in Economics from Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, New Delhi.  

 



  Speaker Profiles 

 

___________________________________________________________ 
Annual Conference on Normalizing India-Pakistan Trade 

March 14-15, 2013, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 
5 

 

Sanjib POHIT is presently working as Senior Principal Scientist and Senior 

Fellow at the National Institute of Science, Technology & Development Studies 

(CSIR) New Delhi. Earlier he has been Senior Fellow/Chief Economist at the 

National Council for Applied Economic Research (NCAER), New Delhi, Indian 

Statistical Institute and was a visiting scholar to University of Michigan (Ann 

Arbor, USA) and Conference Board of Canada. 

 

Dr. Pohit has been a member of several committees of the Government of India 

and a Council Member of Gerson Lehrman group. He is a Consultant to various 

national and international organizations including the World Bank, Asian 

Development Bank, The Energy & Resource Institute (TERI), OECD, CUTS, 

Price Waterhouse Coopers, ICRIER and RIS.   

 

Dr. Pohit is an experienced modeler in the area of trade and environment with 20 years of modeling 

experience. He has worked in the areas of institutional economics, transport economics, input-output 

models, FDI, informal trade, automobile industry, and South Asian integration. He has co-authored 5 

books, and has published about 80 articles in journals/books. He has presented his research at seminars 

and conferences in different parts of the world including Japan, Canada, USA, Bangladesh, Switzerland, 

Netherlands, Singapore, and Finland. 

 

He was educated at the Indian Statistical Institute.  

______________________________________________ 

 

Manzoor AHMAD is Chief Executive, World Trade Advisors, an independent 

consultancy firm based in Geneva. He is also Senior Fellow at the International 

Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Geneva and is a 

Member of the International Food and Agriculture Trade Policy Council (IPC), 

Washington, DC. He is the theme leader on the recent ICTSD/IPC Expert Group 

Dialogue on the challenges pertaining to agricultural trade and food security in 

the 21st century.   

Dr. Ahmad has over three decades of experience in the fields of international 

trade, customs, and food and agriculture policy issues. He has served as 

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the World Trade Organization (WTO), Director (D2), 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in Geneva and Deputy Director/Senior Technical Officer, 

World Customs Organization (WCO), in Brussels.  

Dr. Manzoor is currently working on an ITC-sponsored study that assesses the probable impact of 

normalization of Pakistan-India trade on certain sectors of Pakistan’s industry. In 2012, as a part of the 

awareness campaign launched by Pakistan’s Ministry of Commerce, he visited 10 leading Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry to explain the implications of normalization of normalization of trade with India. 

He interacted with over 1000 leading businessmen and also has published a major study on the issue. He 

has published several papers on international trade, particularly on trade facilitation, tax policy, 

agricultural trade policy and food security. 
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Ijaz NABI is on the Faculty of Economics at Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS) and a member of the Prime Minister’s 

Economic Advisory Council, Pakistan. He is also a member of Chief Minister 

Punjab’s Advisory Council.  Since 2009, he has served as Country Director, 

Pakistan Program, International Growth Center, a policy research consortium 

of London School of Economics and Oxford University.  He was Dean, School 

of Humanities, Social Sciences and Law at LUMS (2008-2011) and a member 

of the Monetary Policy Committee of the State Bank of Pakistan (2009-2011).  

Dr. Nabi returned to Pakistan in 2008 after 22 years at the World Bank in Washington where he 

worked on Mexico, Korea, Thailand (leading the World Bank team during the East Asian financial 

crisis), Malaysia, Korea, Laos and Myanmar.  In 2002-2008, he was Manager, Economic Policy, for 

South Asia region at the World Bank. 

Dr. Nabi has published extensively on economic growth, investment and finance, industrialization, 

international trade, agriculture and labor markets in developing countries.         

____________________________________________ 

Aradhna AGGARWAL is currently a senior fellow with the National Council 

of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) New Delhi. Prior to this she was 

with the Department of Business Economics, University of Delhi, teaching 

industrial economics and economics of services. Her research interests include 

industrial growth, globalisation, economic reforms, competition, international 

trade, FDI, technology transfer, technology creation and innovations, export 

competitiveness, and WTO-related issues.  

Dr. Aggarwal has served, as consultant to several international organizations 

such as UNDP (Colombo), UNCTAD (Switzerland), World Bank (Washington DC), UNESCAP 

(Bangkok), Global Development Network and the National Board of Trade, Sweden.  She has had 

association with policy  think tanks such as  the Indian Council for Research on International 

Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi, Research and Information Systems (RIS), New Delhi, 

and Centre for Trade and Development.  

Her work has appeared in various international journals including World Development, Journal of 

Development Studies, Research Policy, Transnational Corporation, Technology in Society, Health 

Economics, International Journal of Commerce and Economic Policy and Journal of International 

Trade. Her  book “The Anti-dumping Agreement and Developing Countries (Oxford University 

Press) was released in 2007. Another book “SEZs in India:  Socio Economic Impact by the same 

publisher was released in 2012. 

She has a PhD  in Economics from Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi. Her thesis was 

awarded the prestigious Professor Chhablani prize in recognition of its research contributions.   
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Deb Kusum DAS is presently associated with the Department of 

Economics, Ramjas College, University of Delhi as an Associate 

Professor. He is also involved with research at ICRIER as an external 

consultant. He is working on a research project which attempts to 

quantify the measures of trade liberalization for Indian economy by 

industry groups. Further, he is also leading a research project on 

Estimates of Productivity Growth for Indian economy, which aims at 

generating time series data for measuring productivity at the economy 

and industries. He has taught at several universities abroad including 

Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) during October- December 2005. 

He has a PhD in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Saikat Sinha ROY is a faculty in the Department of Economics, Jadavpur 

University, Kolkata. Prior to joining Jadavpur University, he was a Fellow 

at the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), 

New Delhi. He also worked at the Asian Development Bank (ADB), India 

Resident Mission, New Delhi.  

Dr. Roy’s areas of specialization are Trade and Development, Open 

Economy Macroeconomics and Globalization and India.  His current 

research interests include Applied Trade Modeling, Exchange Rate Pass-

through, Firm Heterogeneity and Trade, Production Networks and Inclusive Growth, Regional 

Trading Arrangements, and Market-access related issues under the WTO. He has published 

extensively in various national and international journals, monographs and also in edited 

volumes. 

He completed his Masters from the Department of Economics, Calcutta University. He holds an 

M. Phil. in Applied Economics and a Ph.D. in Economics from the Centre for Development 

Studies, Trivandrum.  
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S. R. RAO is the Commerce Secretary, Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, Government of India. He has worked extensively at policy and 

implementation levels in industry, urban and rural development, ports 

management, primary health service delivery, medical services, 

education, nuclear energy, information technology and 

telecommunications. He has worked in both developmental and 

regulatory sectors at strategic policy support levels. 

Mr. Rao was conferred Padmashri by Government of India in 1998 and 

was the Eisenhower Fellow in the same year. He has received the United 

Nations HABITAT Award for Best Practices in 1997 and the National Science Foundation 

Award in Public Health in 1996. Mr Rao joined the Indian Administrative Service in 1978.  

He holds an MA in Applied Sociology from Andhra University and an MA in Rural 

Development from the University of East Anglia, UK.  

 

____________________________________________ 

 

Surjit S. BHALLA is Chairman of Oxus Investments. He has taught at 

Delhi School of Economics and has worked at the Rand Corporation, the 

Brookings Institution, and at both the research and treasury departments of 

the World Bank. He has also worked at Goldman Sachs (1992-94) and 

Deutsche Bank (1994-96).  

Dr. Bhalla’s research interests are fiscal policy, economic history and 

macroeconomic policy. He has been a member of several Government of 

India committees on economic policy and is on the Board of NCAER as 

well as an appointed member of the National Statistical Commission of 

India.  

He is the author of Devaluing to Prosperity: Misaligned Currencies and Their Growth 

Consequences (PIIE 2012; OUP 2012) Imagine There’s No Country: Poverty, Inequality, and 

Growth in the Era of Globalization (IIE 2002), among others works. He is also a regular 

contributor to newspapers and magazines, writing on economics, politics as well as cricket. His 

first book, Between the Wickets: The Who and Why of the Best in Cricket (Living Media 1987), 

developed a model for evaluating performance in sports.  
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Aisha Ghaus-PASHA is Director of the Institute of Public Policy, 

Beaconhouse National University, Lahore. She has twenty-seven years 

experience of teaching, undertaking research in macro-economy, social 

policy and development, governance, public finance and urban and regional 

economics and in advocacy work on social and economic issues.     

 

Dr. Pasha has served as the Deputy/ Acting Managing Director of the Social 

Policy and Development Centre, Karachi, a non-governmental think tank as 

well as a member of several Task Forces, Committees and Commissions on 

macro-economy, public finance, social sectors, poverty alleviation and 

institutional reforms constituted by Governments in Pakistan.  She has represented NGO’s on the 

management boards of a number of important institutions like the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund.  

She has undertaken consulting assignments for a number of international multilateral and bilateral 

agencies like UNDESA, UNDP, The World Bank, The Asian Development Bank, Canadian 

International Development Agency (CIDA) and the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID). 

  

She has published over 75 books, journal articles and reports.   She has a Ph.D. from the University 

of Leeds, United Kingdom. 

____________________________________________ 

Nadia REHMAN is a Trade Economist with the USAID Pakistan Trade 

Project in Islamabad. Her current research focuses on intra industry trade 

potential between Pakistan and India and a comparative assessment of their 

investment regimes. She is also conducting a study on Pakistan’s export 

potential with USA’s Generalized System of Preference (GSP) Program. 

Prior to this position she worked as a Trade Consultant with the Trade 

Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) on Pakistan-India trade 

normalization. She conducted an analysis of tariff and non-tariff barriers to 

trade between India and Pakistan and drove an awareness campaign, across 

government departments and business chambers to address concerns regarding liberalization with 

India. She has also served as the Commercial Counselor for the Ministry of Commerce, Pakistan, 

stationed in Prague, Czech Republic. In addition to formally establishing the Commercial section of 

Pakistan in the Czech Republic, she led a campaign for increased market access (Autonomous Trade 

Preferences) to Pakistan in the EU and effectively lobbied for the same with government ministries 

and business associations in Prague and Brussels. She established the Czech-Pakistan business 

council. Prior to this she was the General Manager of Pakistan Telecommunications Ltd., Islamabad. 

She has also spent four years working at the Microsoft Corporation in Redmond, USA and is a 

member of the Board of Directors of Iqra Fund, a US based NGO working on education and maternal 

health in Pakistan and Morocco.  

Ms. Rehman has a Bachelors of Science from Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) 

and a Masters of Science from Duke University, USA. 
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Abhijit DAS is a well known trade policy expert and presently Head & 

Professor, Centre for WTO Studies, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 

(IIFT), New Delhi. He combines extensive experience of international trade 

negotiations with formulating, implementing and managing trade-related 

capacity building projects. Prior to joining the Centre for WTO Studies, he 

worked in UNCTAD India Program during 2005-10 with progressively 

increasing responsibilities. While heading UNCTAD India Program during 

2007-10, he worked closely with diverse institutions and stakeholders at the 

grassroots level on the one hand and top trade policy officials on the other. 

His responsibilities included assisting the Government of India and other 

stakeholders at the national, state and local levels to assess impacts and opportunities emerging from 

globalization; building capacities of stakeholders to influence evolving international trade rules; and 

enhancing preparedness for globalization. He directly undertook, and also guided, research on 

different facets of development impacts on India of international trade.  
 

While working as a Director in the Trade Policy Division in Commerce Ministry (2000-05) he 

contributed substantially in developing India’s negotiating position on issues related to Anti-

dumping, subsidies and disputes. He participated directly in several multilateral and bilateral trade 

negotiations, including in the Anti-Dumping and Subsidy negotiations under the Doha Round at the 

WTO and OECD Steel Subsidies negotiations. He also contributed to, and coordinated, India’s 

submissions in various landmark WTO disputes.  
 

He started his career as an officer of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service (1988 batch) and was an 

officer of this premier civil service for more than 21 years. In this capacity he gained a wide 

experience of examining development programs of the government at the national and state level. 

____________________________________________ 

Naeem ANWAR is Minister (Trade) at the Pakistan High Commission, New 

Delhi since Oct 2009. He has served under the Ministry of Commerce 

Islamabad for over 18 years with various positions including Director (Trade 

Defense Laws), Deputy Secretary (Export/ import), Deputy Secretary 

(Foreign Trade Policy), and Joint Secretary / Secretary, National Tariff 

Commission. Mr Anwar has been part of Pakistan’s Trade Negotiation Team 

for FTAs / PTAs/ Feasibility studies with China, Malaysia, Thailand, D-8 

Countries, Singapore, Brunei, Indonesia, EU, Turkey, Sri Lanka, Iran, 

Afghanistan, ASEAN etc. During his tenure in India, he has played 

significant role in achieving substantial progress in relation to trade and commercial activities 

between Pakistan and India. He was part of all ‘Rounds of Talks’ between the Commerce Secretaries 

and Commerce Ministers of the two countries. He has been handling various impediments and NTBs 

faced by the exporters engaged in bilateral trade.  

Mr. Anwar holds three Master’s degrees in International Trade, Economics and Sociology. He has 

acquired various trainings / attended professional courses in international economics and trade from 

national and international institutes of repute like WTI Bern, WTO Geneva, UNESCAP Bangkok, 

London University, PIDE, LUMS etc. 
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Ram Upendra DAS is Professor and Senior Fellow at the Research and 

Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. His 

broad areas of specialization include International Economics and 

Development Policy. 

During his 23 years of research experience he has conducted and 

supervised a number of studies for various institutions including the ADB, 

Commonwealth Secretariat, ILO, EXIM Bank of India, SAARC 

Secretariat, UNDP, UNESCAP and the World Bank. He has also 

contributed to various studies, including the inter-governmental Joint Study Groups (JSGs), and 

international negotiating processes on behalf of the Government of India in the context of India’s 

economic engagements with other countries. These include countries and groupings such as Sri 

Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, Maldives, SAARC, Thailand, ASEAN, Singapore, GCC, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Australia and New Zealand. He was a member of the Track II Study Group of the 

CEPEA under the East Asia Summit process. He has also handled the issue of rules of origin 

negotiations for all the countries with which India has been engaging under trade agreements 

including the EU, MERCOSUR, Japan and South Korea. He contributed to drafting of the 

SAFTA Treaty and SAARC Agreement on Trade in Services for the SAARC Secretariat. He 

also contributed to resolving complex issues during the India-ASEAN trade negotiations. He was 

invited as a State Guest by the US Department of State and the Government of Indonesia; and as 

a Resource Person by the Government of Maldives. 

Dr. Das has authored several research papers and presented them at international conferences 

held in India and abroad at institutions of eminence in the US, Europe and Asia. He has 

numerous publications to his credit on issues relating to international economics and 

development, including peer-reviewed journals and three books. The most recent books include 

Perspectives on Rules of Origin, Palgrave-Macmillan: UK (2011) and Regional Trade and 

Economic Integration, World Scientific: Singapore and New Jersey (2012). He has written 

articles in leading national and international newspapers/magazines and has been interviewed in 

both p 

He obtained his Ph.D. and M. Phil degrees in Economics from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi. 

 

____________________________________________ 
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Pardeep SEHGAL is a partner and Director at Sinochem Impex, which 

has branches in India and Pakistan. Mr. Sehgal has been trading with 

Pakistan for five years in a wide range of products including chemicals, 

textiles and technology products.  

He holds a Bachelors of Commerce degree, and is a member of SAARC 

Chamber of Commerce, CII and FICCI. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

Sanjay KATHURIA is the World Bank’s Lead Economist in the South 

Asia Regional Integration Department, based in Washington, D.C.  Until 

August 2012, he was the Bank’s Lead Economist for Bangladesh, based in 

Dhaka.  He has earlier worked in Latin American and East European 

regions of the Bank, and worked on a diverse range of less developed and 

middle income countries.  Prior to joining the World Bank, he was a 

Fellow at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations in New Delhi.   

Dr. Kathuria’s research interests include issues relating to economic growth, international trade 

and trade policy, competitiveness, technology development, fiscal policy, and financial sector 

development.  He has to his credit several books and academic as well as popular articles on 

these topics. 

He graduated from St. Stephen’s College, completed his Master’s at the Delhi School of 

Economics, and his doctoral dissertation from Oxford University.   

____________________________________________ 
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Atindra SEN is Senior Advisor, Transnational Strategy Group, India. 

Just prior to this, in the three and a half years, as Director General, 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce and Industry, India’s oldest chamber of 

commerce, he successfully re-branded and re-positioned the organization 

and revitalized it with new initiatives, activities and agenda. His efforts 

also led to the establishment of a joint chamber of commerce by the 

Karachi and Bombay chambers.  

Dr. Sen started his career with the State Bank of India and later joined 

the Indian Administrative Service in 1978. During his distinguished career in the civil service he 

held several positions in the Government of Madhya Pradesh, including Additional Secretary, 

Urban Administration and Secretary Information. He has also served in the Government of India. 

Dr. Sen has held important positions in public enterprises, both in the Government of India 

(Nuclear Power Corporation) and in the state of Madhya Pradesh. Dr. Sen was the Executive 

Director of the National Institute of Administrative Research, a research wing of the government 

on administration and public policy issues. He also served as Registrar, University of Delhi; the 

first civil servant to hold that position in India’s premier university, and as Member Secretary of 

the Indian Council of Social Science Research. He was the Member Secretary of an official 

committee of the Ministry of Human Resource Development on Operations and Regulation of 

Foreign Universities in India (CNR Rao Committee) and Chairman of a committee to advice the 

same Ministry on GATS in relation to educational services.  

Dr. Sen has taught economics at the National Academy of Administration in Mussoorie and also 

taught in various US colleges and universities including the University of Massachusetts at 

Boston, Boston University, Stonehill College and Earlham College and Miami University. He 

has been a Visiting Professor in Seoul University, South Korea. He co-authored a position paper 

to reform of the Indian civil service; and many of its recommendations were incorporated into 

official practice soon thereafter by the Indian government. He has also co authored, with Prof 

Chiranjib Sen of IIM Bangalore, a comparative assessment of civil service innovations in India 

and South Korea. 

He was educated at St Stephen’s College, Delhi and at the Delhi School of Economics from 

where he obtained a Masters degree in Economics. 1n 1986, he was selected by the Government 

of India and the Ford Foundation for  a fellowship for Advanced Studies in Economics and went 

on to earn a MA degree in Political Economy from Boston University. Thereafter, he completed 

his Ph.D. in Economics from the same university while on study leave from his civil service job.  

 

____________________________________________ 
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Usman KHAN is presently Faculty Member, Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS). He started his professional career in 

banking and investment consulting in London where he advised 

institutional clients on financial matters including financial strategy and 

corporate governance. After spending 6 years in the investment industry in 

the UK he moved to Pakistan where he joined as a faculty of economics at 

LUMS in 2006. He also worked as economic advisor to the Government 

of Punjab, Pakistan on matters relating to commerce and investment. He has also worked on 

projects financed by DFID, ADB, World Bank, USAID, UNIDO, UNICEF, FCO and 

government projects on private sector development, industrial development, industrial 

engineering and productivity, social and economic policy and analysis.  

Dr. Khan has authored several key policy documents including the national industrial policy for 

Pakistan, economic growth strategy for Punjab, private sector development strategy for Punjab, 

situation analysis of women and children in Pakistan – analyzing the service delivery of federal, 

provincial and district governments in education, health, water and sanitation, violence and 

disaster management, out of school children in Pakistan, skills sector and service delivery of 

government programs in Pakistan. He has also worked with public departments and 

organizations on their institutional restructuring for better service delivery. His work in 

Bangladesh comprised trade analysis within the SAARC region and work in Nigeria involved 

working with the state governments to design development strategy to improve governance and 

service delivery in key sectors and enhance role of the private sector.  

Dr. Khan completed his education at Cambridge University, UK. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 
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N. K. SINGH is currently a Member of Rajya Sabha (the Upper House of 

Indian Parliament) from the State of Bihar. As a Member of Parliament, 

Mr. Singh is a member of the Public Accounts Committee, the Committee 

on Public Undertakings, the Standing Committee on Education, the 

Parliamentary Consultative Committee on Finance and the Parliamentary 

Forum on Global Warming & Climate Change.  

Mr. Singh has held senior civil service positions in the Ministries of 

Finance – Economic Affairs, Expenditure & Revenue Secretary- as well 

as in the Ministry of Home Affairs. He served as Secretary to the Prime 

Minister and was a Member of the National Planning Commission as well as Deputy Chairman 

of the Bihar State Planning Board. He has held advisory and leadership positions at the United 

Nations. He represented India in successive delegations to the World Bank, International 

Monetary Fund, Asian Development Bank, World Intellectual Property Organization and United 

Nations Development Programme. He served as the Minister (Economic and Commercial) at the 

Indian Embassy in Tokyo during a critical time in the countries' bilateral relationship.  

He is a regular panelist and faculty member at the World Economic Forum, a frequent lecturer at 

Universities around the world, and a regular contributor on economic and policy matters to the 

Indian Express, Financial Express and Hindustan Times among others. He is on the governing 

board of ICRIER, International Management Institute, Observer Research Foundation, and is co-

Chairman of the India Advisory Board of London School of Economics and member of the India 

Advisory Board of Columbia University. He is also Member of the Governing Board, Nalanda 

International University. 

Mr. Singh is an economist by training. He graduated in economics from St. Stephens College, 

Delhi and went on to do his Masters from the Delhi School of Economics before becoming an 

IAS Officer.   

 

 

____________________________________________ 
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Salman SHAH is currently the Chairman of Lahore Stock Exchange. Dr. 

Shah was earlier federal minister of Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs 

and Statistics and adviser to the Prime Minister of Pakistan from 2004-08. 

He was leader of the Pakistan economic team during a period marked by 

extensive economic reforms, liberalization and deregulation of the 

economy, development of the private sector, high GDP growth, and rapid 

privatization of major entities in telecom, banking and power sectors.  

During this period there was wide spread infrastructure development, 

large FDI flows into Pakistan and successful return of Pakistan to the 

international capital markets (both equity and debt). 

A financial professional, Dr. Shah, has wide ranging experience in government, academia and 

the private sector with extensive knowledge of the dynamics of global, regional and national 

economic and business environment.  During his distinguished career he has accumulated 

diversified experience of policy analysis, formulation, implementation and monitoring of 

complex strategies and initiatives at the country, ministry and enterprise levels. He has provided 

strategic advice to corporates, financial institutions and governments, on various projects 

involving power, energy, textiles, engineering, and agricultural sectors, development of 

management financial control systems, financial forecasting, financial modeling and valuation, 

economic and capital market studies, management training programs for firms 

He is Chairman, Bridge-Asia Financial Services, providing business and financial advise to both 

the private as well as public sector in Pakistan. He is also Chairman, Dairy and Rural 

Development foundation, Pakistan. He is a well known Senior Public Financial Management 

Adviser. He has advised crisis-affected countries in central and west Asian region including 

Tajikistan, Armenia and Georgia on public expenditure programs run by the Asian Development 

Bank to mitigate the impact of the global financial crisis.  

Dr. Shah has extensive teaching experience and was Associate Dean and Professor of Finance at 

the Lahore University of Management Sciences. He has also taught at Rotmans School, 

University of Toronto and the Michigan Business School.  

He holds a PhD in Finance from the Kelley School of Business, US. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 



  Speaker Profiles 

 

___________________________________________________________ 
Annual Conference on Normalizing India-Pakistan Trade 

March 14-15, 2013, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 
17 

 

Indra Nath MUKHERJI is currently Senior Consultant at Research and 

Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He 

retired from Jawaharlal Nehru University as Professor of South Asian 

Studies in 2008. During his teaching career, Professor Mukherji guided 

and supervised over 25 PhD. theses, a number of them having been 

published. He also served as Dean, School of International Studies, from 

2001-03.  

His research interest is focussed primarily on trade and development issues, particularly relating 

to South Asia.   He has authored two books and co-authored and edited four others. He has to his 

credit more than 100 articles published as chapters in books and as research articles in journals in 

India and abroad. He has completed 22 research projects, mostly relating to strengthening of 

India’s bilateral /regional cooperation with South Asian countries, sponsored by the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi, International Development Research Centre, 

Canada, SAARC Network of Researchers, South Asia Network of Economic Research Institutes 

(SANEI), Indian Council for Research in International Economic Relations, UN FAO, UN 

ESCAP, and a number of national/international Non-Governmental organisations. He has served 

as a consultant/ resource person/peer reviewer for ESCAP, World Bank, Ford Foundation, 

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, New Delhi, and for a number of 

other Governmental and Non-governmental Organisations.  These projects relate mostly to 

modalities for strengthening of bilateral and regional cooperation in the Asian region, 

particularly in South Asia.  

 

 

____________________________________________ 
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Mahendra P. LAMA is Professor of South Asian Economies in the 

School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 

He is presently also nominated by the Government of India as a member 

of the South Asian Forum Steering Committee set up by the 16
th

 SAARC 

Summit. He was the Founding Vice Chancellor of the newly established 

Central University of Sikkim in India created by an act of Parliament in 

2007 and became the youngest Vice Chancellor of a National University 

in India. Till recently, he was a Member of the National Security 

Advisory Board of Government of India. He also served as the Chief 

Economic Adviser in the Government of Sikkim with a Cabinet Minister rank for seven years 

(2000-2007). He was nominated by the Government of India in the Independent Expert Group 

set up by the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in 1997.  Prof Lama 

also headed the high level team of experts which prepared the Nathu la Pass Trade Report in 

2005. He was a Member of the National Steering Committee to prepare XIth Plan (2007-2012) 

for the North East region of India appointed by the National Planning Commission 2006-2007. 

Besides authoring and editing 20 books, he has extensively worked on the issues of human 

security, trade, investment and energy cooperation in South Asia and has produced very widely 

acclaimed reports and studies. He has closely worked with the top regional institutions in South 

Asia. He just completed a comprehensive evaluation of the entire SAARC activities and 

programs under the SACEPS-ADB project. His most recent work is the book "Human Security 

in India: Discourse, Practices and Policy Implications" published by University Press Limited, 

Dhaka in 2010.  

He was India-China Fellow at the New School University and Ford Foundation Fellow at Notre 

Dame University in the USA in 1997. He was also prestigious Asia Leadership Fellow in Japan 

in 2001, Visiting Professor in Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo 2004-2005, Visiting Fellow in 

Calcutta University and Visiting Professor in Indian Institute of Advanced Studies. In 2008, he 

was bestowed with “Ambassador for Peace” Award by United Peace Federation in the Global 

Peace Festival held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia for his substantive and sustained contributions to 

promotion of cross border cooperation and integration in South Asia.  

 

 

____________________________________________ 
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Saon RAY is a Senior Fellow at ICRIER. Prior to this she was Associate 

Professor and Head of the Department of Policy Studies at TERI 

University and Research Associate at Research and Information System 

for the Non-Aligned and other Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. 

Her areas of interest include International Trade, Industrial Economics, 

Microeconomics, and Applied Econometrics. She has worked in the area 

of trade policy, technology transfer, fficiency and productivity issues, and 

the behaviour of firms. She has presented papers at various institutions 

including Jawaharlal Nehru University, Indian Statistical Institute and the Institute of Economic 

Growth. She has been Medal Finalist at the Global Development Network Conference on 

Understanding Reforms in 2004. She has also delivered lectures to college teachers at the 

Academic Staff College, Jawaharlal Nehru University and at Delhi University. She was visiting 

faculty at the University of Calcutta in March 2009.  

Dr. Ray has several publications in various national and international journals. She is a member 

of the Indian Econometric Society and the Forum for Global Knowledge Sharing. 

She has a Ph.D. in Economics from the Jawaharlal Nehru University and has been Ford 

Foundation Fellow at Jawaharlal Nehru University at the International Trade and Development 

Division. After completing her Ph.D. she was awarded the Sir Ratan Tata Fellowship at the 

Institute of Economic Growth and joined the Institute as a Post Doctoral Fellow.  

____________________________________________ 

Farah Shahid HASSAN is Teaching Fellow, Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS). She is interested in mathematical as well 

as the theoretical aspect of Economics. With particular emphasis on the 

agricultural sector, her research interests lie in studying the trends and 

sources of how total factor productivity (TFP) tracks down the actual path 

of growth, factors that explain the TFP growth differences and the role of 

investment in human capital and education in accelerating TFP growth. 

Her on-going research includes an evaluation of Pakistan-India trade 

potential within the sports goods industry. 

She completed her Msc in Economics from the Lahore University of Management Sciences 

(LUMS) in 2009 and her Bachelor’s degree from LUMS in 2008, with a major in Economics and 

a minor in Mathematics. Her Master's Thesis, entitled 'Does Size Matter: Revisiting the Farm-

size Productivity Relationship for Pakistan' undertook an analysis of one of the agricultural 

districts of Pakistan to study the size-productivity relationship after controlling for unobservable 

household attributes. 
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Syed Yawar ALI is currently Chairman of Nestlé Pakistan Limited, Wazir Ali 

Industries Limited, HY Enterprises (Private Limited Company) and Chairman of 

Pakistan Dairy Association. He is also Vice-President of the India-Pakistan 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry and is heading a committee to ‘Promote 

Trade with India’.  

He is serving on many other boards and has also been on the Board of Directors of 

State Bank of Pakistan, Pakistan International Airlines, Agricultural Development 

Bank of Pakistan and Lahore Electric Supply Company. He joined his family 

business i.e. Packages Limited and then became Managing Director of Milk Pak Ltd. After 3 years of the 

Joint Venture with Nestlé he was elevated as the Chairman of the Board.  

Mr. Ali was educated at Aitchison College Lahore and got his Bachelors in Chemical Engineering and 

Masters in Management Science from Stevens Institute of Technology. He has successfully completed all 

the parts of the Board Development Series conducted by Pakistan Institute of Corporate Governance 

(PICG) and has been certified as a Board Director by PICG/I.F.C. 

____________________________________________ 

Biswajit NAG is an Associate Professor at the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 

(IIFT), New Delhi. He is also the Program Director of IIFT’s MBA (International 

Business) Program and a member of its Board of Management. Involved in 

empirical economic research for more than 15 years he also has teaching 

experience in India, Tanzania and Germany and served as a resource person for 

UNCTAD India’s capacity development program on quantitative issues in 

international trade research. Earlier, he was associated with the Poverty and 

Development Division of UN-ESCAP, Bangkok.  

Dr. Nag has completed number of projects for Government of India, International Agencies including 

Multi lateral bodies. His current research interest is Trade and Development (including Poverty 

Reduction), International Production Network, Global Value Chain, Trade in Services (regulation), 

Regional Trade Agreements, Trade and Gender, BoP and Macroeconomic issues, etc. Over the years, he 

has developed expertise in Asian economies and advised government and companies and multilateral 

bodies on various issues. He is also a member of the Expert Group on Preferential Rules of Origin, 

Government of India and External expert for EC-Nepal WTO Assistance Programme. He has also worked 

in the government’s ‘Task Force’ to prepare ‘India’s Economic Partnership Strategy for Africa’. He has 

given his advice to Apparel Export Promotion Council of India, Asia Pacific Trade Agreement Secretariat 

and worked for number of projects sponsored by the UN, World Bank, Asian Development Bank, WTO, 

DFID etc. Dr. Nag has recently completed a study on International Production Network for ACI countries 

sponsored by ADB Institute (ADBI). He has also advised DFID on Private Sector development in India. 

He has published articles in number of international journals and served as anonymous referee to several 

journals including World Trade Review, Economic Modeling, etc.  
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Prabir DE is a Fellow at the Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He is also a visiting faculty 

member of the Institute of Foreign Policy Studies (IFPS), Calcutta 

University, Kolkata. He works in the field of international economics and 

has research interests in international trade, regional cooperation and 

integration.  

Dr. De has a PhD in economics. He has contributed several research papers 

to international journals and written books on trade and development. He is 

the managing editor of South Asia Economic Journal.  

____________________________________________ 

 

Anupam KHANNA is Chief Economist and Director-General, Policy 

Outreach at NASSCOM. Earlier he worked at the World Bank in Washington 

D.C. for over thirty years.  Some notable assignments were as Senior 

Advisor/Chief of Staff to the Chief Economist (Joe Stiglitz/Nick Stern) during 

1997-2000 and as Special Assistant to two World Bank Presidents during 

1989-91.  During 1992-97 he was Division Chief in the East Asia Region 

managing infrastructure operations in Indonesia and the South Pacific. From 

2000-2003 he was Chief Economist for Royal Dutch/Shell Group in London, 

where he advised top management on global economic and business trends, country risk and 

corporate strategy, and led economic analyses for Shell’s Global Scenarios to 2020. He was posted to 

Beijing during 1986-89 and helped set up the World Bank’s Resident Mission in China.   

Dr. Khanna has extensive experience in economic policy, global governance, international finance, 

sustainable development of infrastructure including energy production, transport and urban services, 

technology and industrial innovation in emerging markets, particularly Brazil, China, India, 

Indonesia, Philippines as well as several nations in Africa and Central & Southern Europe. Since his 

relocation to India in late 2009, he has served as Principal Adviser to the high-level National 

Transport Development Policy Committee set up by the Prime Minister to design an actionable long-

term (20-year) strategy for transportation in India. Previously he was Senior Advisor to the President 

of the Global Development Network (GDN).  

Dr. Khanna received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from I.I.T, Kanpur where he topped the B. 

Tech class of 1974.  Subsequently he attended Stanford University in California earning M. S. 

degrees in Electrical Engineering and Engineering-Economic Systems, followed by a Ph.D. with a 

dissertation on “Modeling Systems of Political Economy: Towards Introducing the Notion of Power 

in Economic Analyses”. He was a Visiting Fellow at Oxford University in 2003 and has participated 

in Executive Education programs at Harvard University, MIT and the London School of Economics. 
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Rupa CHANDA is Professor, Department of Economics & Social 

Sciences, Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore (IIMB) where she 

teaches Macroeconomics and International Trade. She has also served the 

institute in various administrative capacities. She is a recipient of the 

Dewang Mehta and ICFAI Best Teacher awards. Before joining IIMB, she 

worked as an Economist at the IMF in Washington, DC.  

Dr. Chanda’s research interests include issues relating to the WTO, 

international trade in services, regional integration and migration. She has 

received several research grants and has undertaken research assignments for several 

international and Indian organizations. She has served on several Government of India 

committees dealing with services trade issues. She also serves on the editorial boards of several 

journals. 

She has published extensively. She is the author of two books, Integrating Services in South 

Asia: Trade, Investment, and Mobility in 2011 and Globalization of Services: India’s 

Opportunities and Constraints in 2002 (OUP) and has edited a book titled, India’s Trade in 

Services: Prospects and Strategies in 2006 (Wiley-India). She has published several journal 

articles, working papers, and chapters in edited books. She has presented her work nationally and 

internationally.  

She has a Ph.D. in Economics from Columbia University, and a BA in Economics from Harvard 

University.  

____________________________________________ 

 

Hadia MAJID is Assistant Professor Economics at Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan. Her research interests include 

economic characteristics of the household, including parental decision-

making and human capital acquisition. Her previous work has looked at 

CCT evaluations at the intra-household level, factors that affect parental 

investment in child education, female bargaining power in rural Pakistan, 

and agricultural taxation in Pakistan. Her on-going research includes 

impact evaluation of climate change on farmer productivity, rural 

connectivity and its effect on health outcomes, and an evaluation of Pak-India trade potential 

within the health sector. 

 

A Fulbright Scholar, she holds a PhD in Development Economics from The Ohio State 

University, an MA in Economics from The Ohio State University, an MSc in Economics from 

the University of Warwick, and a BSc in Economics from Lahore University of Management 

Sciences. 
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Vaqar AHMED is Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad. Recently he has been appointed as a 

Member on the Steering Committee of the Inclusive Growth Centre. He 

has worked as an Economist with the UNDP, Asian Development Bank, 

Irish Rural Economy Research Center and Ministries of Finance, 

Planning and Commerce in Pakistan. He is a visiting faculty member at 

the National University of Ireland, IMT Institute of Advanced Studies in 

Italy and Pakistan Institute of Trade and Development. He has served as an Advisor to the 

Planning Commission of Pakistan, and was also the Head of Macroeconomics Section which is 

responsible for the formulation of annual, medium and perspective development plans. He was a 

technical associate in the economic task forces constituted by the Prime Minister of Pakistan 

including Panel of Economists (2008), Task force on Private Sector Development (2009) and 

Working Group on Macroeconomic Framework for Tenth Five Year Plan 2010-15.  

 

Dr. Ahmed has published in areas such as alternate growth strategies, trade and taxation policies, 

remittances, evaluation of free trade agreements, trade in services and infrastructure 

development. He was Principal Coordinator for 5
th

 South Asia Economic Summit which hosted 

over 155 international delegates in Islamabad and deliberations were submitted to national 

governments and Secretary General, SAARC. He is also a member of Research Advisory 

Council in Pakistan Institute of Development Economics and Health Services Academy in 

Pakistan.  

____________________________________________ 
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Bishwanath GOLDAR is Professor of Economics and Head of the 

V.K.R.V. Center for Studies in Globalization at the Institute of Economic 

Growth, Delhi. He is currently on leave from the Institute of Economic 

Growth and working as a Visiting Professor at the Centre for International 

Trade and Development, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University.  He was a Senior Fellow at the National Institute of Public 

Finance and Policy, New Delhi during 1988-1990 and Professor at ICRIER 

from 2003-04.   

Professor Goldar specializes in industrial economics and international trade.  He has a large number 

of publications, including papers published in international professional journals.  The bulk of his 

research has been on productivity, employment, wages and price-cost margin in Indian industries, 

protection of Indian industries, impact of trade reforms, and foreign direct investment in India. He 

has publications also on industrial pollution and climate change issues. He has undertaken a number 

of research projects for government agencies and international bodies.  He has been associated with 

several Official Committees of the Indian Government. Currently, he is the Chairman of the Standing 

Committee on Industrial Statistics (Central Statistics Office, Government of India).  He is a member 

of the editorial board as well as a member of the Journal Managing Committee of the Journal of 

Industrial Statistics, published by the Central Statistical Office, Industrial Statistics Wing, Kolkata.  

Professor Goldar has a MA in Economics and Ph.D. from Delhi School of Economics, University of 

Delhi. 

____________________________________________ 

 

Jehan ARA is the President of the Pakistan Software Houses Association 

for IT & ITES (P@SHA) where for the past eight years she has spearheaded 

the development of the P@SHA brand and created linkages with local and 

international partners.  
 

She has more than 29 years experience in marketing, communications and 

interactive new media in Hong Kong, the Far East, the UAE and Pakistan. 

She is a regular speaker at seminars and conferences and at colleges and 

universities across Pakistan and the region. She also writes for various 

industry publications. 
 

Ms. Ara is passionately involved in advocacy through the use of cutting edge technology in issues 

relating to cyber crime, privacy and data protection legislation and internet freedom. She has also 

been collaborating on a worldwide initiative called Take Back the Tech which is meant to create 

awareness on how technology can be harnessed to end violence against women and girls. One of her 

advocacy successes has been to prevent the "Prevention of Electronic Crimes Ordinance" (PECO) 

from being passed into law.  
 

She holds several key advisory positions including – Member Advisory Board,  Institute of Business 

Administration (IBA) Entrepreneurship Center; Member Advisory Board, Punjab Information 

Technology Board (PITB) Plan 9 Incubation Center; NUST Industry Advisory Board; Biztek 

Industry Advisory Board; Member, Education Innovation Alliance; President of Bolo Bhi and 

Director, Women’s Entrepreneurship Forum. 
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Arpita MUKHERJEE is a Professor at ICRIER. She has several years of 

experience in policy-oriented research working closely with the government 

in India and the UK. She has conducted studies for various international 

organizations such as UNCTAD, WTO, ASEAN Secretariat, ADB, ADBI, 

OECD Konrad-Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), Italian trade Commission, Taipei 

Economic and Cultural Centre in India (TECC) and European Commission. 

She has completed projects for Indian industries associations such as 

National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM), 

Express Industry Council of India (EICI). Her research is a key contributor 

to India’s negotiating strategies in the on-going Doha Round of WTO 

negotiations and in bilateral agreements with countries such as Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, 

Turkey and regional blocks such as the EU and ASEAN. Her research has contributed to India’s 

domestic policy reforms in the services sector.  

Her research interest includes services; WTO; bilateral/regional agreements; infrastructure; FDI; 

agriculture reforms; retail; migration and labour market programmes. She has over 60 publications 

including books, journals, working papers and government reports. Dr Mukherjee has presented her 

research in various international and national conferences. 

Dr Mukherjee has a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Portsmouth, UK.  

____________________________________________ 
 

Sanjaya BARU is the Director for Geo-economics and Strategy at The 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), leading a recently 

inaugurated research programme devoted to analysis of the interplay 

between economics and geopolitics at the global level. Dr. Baru previously 

served as Editor of the leading Indian financial newspaper The Business 

Standard. From May 2004 until August 2008 he was the Official Spokesman 

and Media Advisor to the Prime Minister of India. Prior to his official 

appointment, he was the Chief Editor of The Financial Express. He has also 

been the Associate Editor of The Economic Times and The Times of India. 

He served as a Consulting Senior fellow of the IISS from September 2008. He is one of India’s most 

respected and influential commentators on political and economic issues.  

Dr. Sanjaya Baru has been a Professor at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic 

Relations in New Delhi, and a Member of India's National Security Advisory Board in the Prime 

Minister's Office. He is the author of Strategic Consequences of India's Economic Performance, 

which was launched in the UK at the IISS in April 2007, and The Political Economy of Indian 

Sugar (1990). He has also published extensively on economic and strategic policy in India and 

abroad.  
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Rajeev KHER is Additional Secretary in-charge of Trade Policy Division, 

Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India. He is also India’s 

Chief Negotiator in the WTO. He joined the Indian Administrative Service 

in 1980 and belongs to the Uttar Pradesh Cadre.  

 

Mr. Kher has served in different capacities including as Joint Secretary in 

the Ministry of Environment and Forests and Department of Commerce.  As Joint Secretary in 

the Ministry of Environment & Forests he handled international negotiations on various 

sustainable development issues including the Commission on Sustainable Development, United 

Nations Environment Programme and global environment facility.  As Joint Secretary in the 

Department of Commerce he handled India’s trade within South Asia and exports of major 

commodities such as Chemicals, pharmaceuticals and engineering goods.  Earlier, Mr. Kher has 

held positions in the State Government of Uttar Pradesh in the Departments of Planning, Finance 

and Personnel.   He has also been District Magistrate of two critical Districts in Uttar Pradesh 

and has been Secretary to the Governor during President’s Rule. 

 

He has  post-graduate qualifications  in Chemistry and Economics besides a Graduate degree in 

Law and Post Graduate qualification in International Law.  

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Speaker Profiles 

 

___________________________________________________________ 
Annual Conference on Normalizing India-Pakistan Trade 

March 14-15, 2013, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 
27 

 

Nagesh KUMAR is Director, UN-ESCAP South and South-West Asia 

Office at New Delhi and Chief Economist, UN-ESCAP. Prior to this he 

was Director of the Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division of 

ESCAP in Bangkok and also served as the Acting Deputy Executive 

Secretary of ESCAP from September 2010 to June 2011. Prior to joining 

ESCAP in May 2009, Dr. Kumar served for seven years as Director- 

General of the Research and Information System for Developing 

Countries (RIS), a New Delhi based public-funded, development policy 

think-tank.  

He has also served on the faculty of the United Nations University-

Institute for New Technologies (now UNU-MERIT) based in Maastricht, the Netherlands (1993-

1998). He has served on the boards of the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 

Development (ICTSD), Geneva; the South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS), 

Kathmandu; the Institute of Studies in Industrial Development, New Delhi and the Export-

Import Bank of India. He has also served as a consultant to the World Bank, Asian Development 

Bank, UNCTAD, UNIDO, UN-DESA, among others and chaired regional track-II study groups 

on liberalization of trade in services in South Asia and on infrastructure development in the East 

Asia Summit member countries.  

Dr. Kumar has conducted extensive research on aspects of development economics especially its 
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